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are my previous existences; they are my ancestors as
much as / of yesterday am the father of / of to-day,
and the karma of my past deeds conditions the fate of
my present existence.                                                14

" Supposing there were an atman that performs the
actions of the senses, then If the door of sight were
torn down and the eye plucked out, that atman would
be able to peep through the larger aperture and see the
forms of its surroundings better and more clearly than
before. It would be able to hear sounds better, If the
ears were torn away; smell better, if the nose were cut
off; taste better, if the tongue were pulled out; and
feel better if the body were destroyed.                      15

"I observe the preservation and transmission of
character; I perceive the truth of karma, but see no
atman whom your doctrine makes the doer of deeds.
There is rebirth without the transmigration of self.
For this atman, this self, this ego in the </ say' and
In the '/ will} Is an illusion. If this self were a reality,
how could there be an escape from selfhood? The
terror of hell would be infinite, and no release could
be granted. The evils of existence would not be due
to our ignorance and sin, but would constitute the very
nature of our being."                                                M

And Bodhisattva went to the priests officiating In
the temples. But the gentle mind of the Shakyamuni
was offended at the unnecessary cruelty performed on
the altars of the gods. He said :                              17

" Ignorance only can make these men prepare festi-
vals and vast meetings for sacrifices. Far better to
revere the truth than try to appease the gods by the
shedding of blood.                                                   ls

" What love can a man possess who believes that the
destruction of life will atone for evil deeds? Can a new